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September 6, 2017 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Council members 
 
FROM:  Elizabeth Osborne 
 
SUBJECT:  Presentation by Tony Usibelli, Special Assistant to the Director for 

Energy and Climate Policy, Washington Department of Commerce 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Presenter:  Tony Usibelli 
 
Summary: Tony Usibelli will present to the Council on Washington state energy policy 

issues and will discuss the state’s investment in innovative energy 
technologies and financing programs through the Clean Energy Fund 
(CEF). Since its inception in 2013, the CEF has provided a variety of 
grants to utilities, nonprofit lenders, research and development 
organizations, and renewable energy technology manufacturers. Tony will 
discuss some of the ways in which CEF-funded projects have impacted 
the power system in the state and region. 

 
Background: Prior to becoming the Special Assistant to the Director for Energy and 

Climate Policy at the Washington Department of Commerce, Tony Usibelli 
was the assistant director of the Washington State Energy Office. He has 
also worked for the Washington State University Energy program, and 
was a staff scientist focusing on energy efficiency and environmental 
issues at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory.  
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Washington State Energy Policy, 
Technology, and Innovation  

Tony Usibelli
Special Assistant to the Director for Energy and Climate Policy 

Sept. 12, 2017 
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The Department of Commerce touches every aspect of community 
and economic development. We work with local governments, 
businesses and civic leaders to strengthen communities so all 
residents may thrive and prosper.

Safety / 
Crime Victims

Business
Assistance

We strengthen communities

Planning Infrastructure Community
Facilities

Housing
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• State Energy Office
• Low-Income Weatherization Program
• Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP)
• Energy Efficiency and Solar for Public Facilities
• Growth Management Assistance 

EconomyEnergy Environment

Energy Programs at Commerce

3

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/


4

Washington’s Energy System
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1. Maintain competitive energy prices that are fair 
and reasonable for consumers and businesses and 
support our state’s continued economic success

2. Increase competitiveness by fostering a clean 
energy economy and jobs through business and 
workforce development

3. Meet obligations to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions

Washington’s Three Energy Strategy Goals
(RCW 43.21F.010)
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Research Development Demonstration Deployment 

CEF  
13/15 Loans

CEF  
15/17

Research Match

Loans

Renewable 
Manuf.  

Clean Energy Fund – Design

Research Match
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Clean Energy Fund 1     (FY 13-15)

• Revolving Loan Program
• $15 million 
• Non-profit lenders

• Smart Grid Program
• $15 million 
• Washington electric utilities

• Matching Program for Federal Energy R & D 
• $6 million 
• Public and Private research organizations 
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MESA 2
2MW/6.4MWhr

$4.4M

PSE - Glacier 
2MW/4.4MWhr

$3.8MMESA 1
2MW/1MWhr

$2.4M

MESA 2
2MW/6.4MWhr

$4.4M

PSE - Glacier 
2MW/4.4MWhr

$3.8MMESA 1
2MW/1MWhr

$2.4M

Avista - Pullman 
1MW/3.2MWhr

$3.2M

MESA 2
2MW/6.4MWhr

$4.4M

PSE - Glacier 
2MW/4.4MWhr

$3.8M

MESA 1
2MW/1MWhr

$2.4M
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Washington CEF PNNL Use Case Analysis 

12* A simulated set of signals will be provided by PNNL to test these use cases.

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov/


Primary Customers:
Universities, government agencies, and businesses engaged in energy research
• Pacific Northwest National Lab - $1.2 million 
• Washington State University - $1.1 million
• University of Washington - $1.3 million
• Composite Recycling Technology Center - $1 million
• Snohomish County PUD - $1 million

Key Activities:
Matching funds investing in RD&D that will drive the future of  energy 
efficiency, energy storage, and clean energy technology

Program Includes: 
• Research, Development & Demonstration matching grants
• Incentivizes outside funding opportunities and increases potential leveraging

Federal Clean Energy Matching Funds
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Energy Revolving Loan Fund Grants

Primary Customers:
Non-profit lenders who expand access to capital for businesses and private 
individuals
• Craft3 - $10.6 million 
• Puget Sound Cooperative Credit Union - $2.9 million

Key Activities:
Encourages lenders to finance the use of proven weatherization and energy 
efficiency technologies, generating opportunities within the residential and 
commercial sectors.

Program Includes: 
• Loss reserve & loan securities
• Provides backing for residential and commercial loans for energy retrofits, 

solar installations, anaerobic digesters, and combined biomass heat and 
power projects
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Clean Energy Fund 2    (FY 15-17)

• Revolving Loan Program
• $10 million 

• Grid Modernization Program
• $13 million 

• Matching Program for Federal Energy R & D 
• $10 million 

• Credit Enhancement for Renewable Energy Manufacturing
• $6.6 million 
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Arlington Microgrid
Spokane Micro Transactive Grid

4 MW Solar
Storage & 
Training

OPALCO
Energy Storage

Solar Microgrid
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Research, Development & Demonstration (RD&D) 
Grants

Primary Customers:
Universities, government agencies, and businesses engaged in energy 
research
• Composite Recycling Technology Center- $1.7 million
• Edaleen Cow Power- $273,000
• Six additional grantees selected

Key Activities:
Matching funds investing in RD&D that will drive the future of  energy 
efficiency, energy storage, and clean energy technology

Program Includes: 
• Research, Development & Demonstration matching grants
• Incentivizes outside funding opportunities and increases potential 

leveraging
17
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Clean Energy Fund 3   (FY 17-19)

• Transportation Electrification
• $11 million 

• Grid Modernization Program
• $11million 

• Matching Program for Energy R & D 
• $8.6million 

• Solar 
• $4 million 

• Pacific NW National Lab Hardware
• $ 8 million 

• Alcoa – Intalco  GHG project
• $2.4 million 

• Klickitat Pumped Storage Study 
• $1.1 million 
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www.commerce.wa.gov

Presented by:

Tony Usibelli
Special Assistant to the Director for 
Energy and Climate Policy
(360) 725-3110
tony.usibelli@commerce.wa.gov

http://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/energy/
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